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I. BACKGROUND  
 
1. Since the release of the United Nations 1998 Recommendations on Statistics of 
International Migration, various UN agencies and departments have undertaken activities to 
evaluate the consistency of international migration statistics.  In general terms, these 
evaluations showed that the 1998 recommendations have not been uniformly implemented 
worldwide.  As a result, data on international migration are often missing, incomplete, or 
inconsistent across National Statistical Offices.   
 
2. In recent years, policymakers have linked international migration to issues such as 
national security, balance of payments, international relations, economic development, 
educational attainment, and international health concerns.  These demands for new data have 
increased the need for comparable international data, thereby highlighting the shortcomings of 
current data.  To address these shortcomings, National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and 
International Organizations (IOs) must work together to outline a revised framework for the 
collection of more comparable international migration data.   
 
3. Having these objectives in mind, the U.S. Census Bureau prepared, with inputs from 
Statistics Canada, a “Work Plan to Improve International Migration Statistics” 
(CES/BUR.2005/13).  In October 2005, the Work Plan was endorsed by the CES Bureau.  
Since then, the Work Plan provided the Terms of Reference for the Steering Group on 
Migration Statistics (hereafter called Steering Group). Between 2005 and 2010, the Steering 
Group promoted the activities included in the Work Plan and supervised the work of the CES 
task forces working on various issues of migration statistics (hereafter called Task Forces).   
 
4. In October 2008, the Steering Group submitted to the CES Bureau a progress report 
(ECE/CES/2008/OCT/12) and a proposal to create a new Task Force on the Analysis of 
International Migration Estimates Using Different Length of Stay Definitions 
(ECE/CES/2008/OCT/12/Add.2), which was approved by the Bureau. 
 
5. The present revised Terms of Reference for the Steering Group are submitted, together 
with a progress report, to the CES Bureau for consideration at its November 2010 meeting.  
They reflect the changes that have taken place since 2005 and the new needs and priorities for 
work in the area of migration statistics. 
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II. MANDATE AND REPORTING 
 
6. The work of the Steering Group is conducted within the framework of the work 
programme of the Conference of European Statisticians.   
 
7. The Steering Group reports to the CES Bureau at least every two years on its activities 
and those of the Task Forces.  The activities of the Steering Group and the Task Forces are also 
listed in the annual the UNECE Statistical Programmes. 
 
III. OBJECTIVES 
 
8. The main objectives of the work of the Steering Group and the Task Forces include: 
 
 (a) Improving the availability, quality and comparability of international migration data 
derived from various sources, including population censuses, household surveys and 
administrative registers;  
 
 (b) Promote and facilitate the exchange of international migration data within and 
between countries; 
 
 (c) Promote and facilitate the dissemination of international migration data at national 
and international levels, and their use for policy making and other purposes. 
 
IV. PLANNED ACTIVITIES 
 
9. The Steering Group is responsible for supervising and steering the work of the following 
Task Forces: 
 
 (a) Task Force on the Analysis of International Migration Estimates Using Different 
Length of Stay Definitions (ToR approved by the CES Bureau in October 20081; the Task 
Force is expected to complete its work by mid-2011); 
 
 (b) Task Force on Improving Migration and Migrant Data Using Household Surveys 
and Other Sources (Suitland Working Group) (according to the ToR approved in October 
20092, the work should be finalised by end of 2011); 
 
 (c) Task Force on Measurement of the Socio-economic Conditions of Migrants (subject 
to approval by the CES Bureau, ToR to be reviewed in November 20103; the work is planned 
to be finalised by end of 2012). 
 
10. The Steering Group may identify new areas in migration statistics where methodological 
work could be undertaken.  In such a case, after having verified the interest by a sufficient 
number of CES member countries and the availability of resources, the Steering Group will 
prepare a proposal on activities in this area in cooperation with the UNECE secretariat. The 
proposal will be submitted to the CES Bureau for review and approval. 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/ece/ces/bur/2008/mtg1/12.add.2.e.pdf 
2 http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/ece/ces/bur/2009/mtg1/13.e.pdf 
3 ECE/CES/BUR/2010/NOV/7/Add.2 
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11. The Steering Group contributes to the implementation of the CES activities in the field of 
migration statistics, including: 
 
 (a) Preparation of the Joint UNECE-Eurostat Work Sessions on Migration Statistics 
(the next meetings are tentatively scheduled in Spring 2012 and 2014). 
 
 (b) Formulation of a proposal to facilitate migration data sharing among countries, 
based on the content of the “Guidelines for Exchanging Data to Improve Emigration Statistics”.  
In order to avoid duplication, the proposal should be developed in cooperation with Eurostat, 
UNSD, International Organization for Migration (IOM) and other organizations involved in 
migration data collection or sharing initiatives. 
 
 (c) Providing advice on the capacity building activities conducted within the framework 
of the UN Development Account project and other projects carried out by the UNECE 
Statistical Division in the field of migration statistics. 
 
V. TIMETABLE 
 
12. In view of the planned activities described in paragraphs 9 and 11, and the deadlines for 
their outputs, it is proposed that the present Terms of Reference are valid for the period from 
November 2010 to October 2013.   
 
VI. METHODS OF WORK  
 
13. The Steering Group is expected to work mainly via email and telephone conferences.   
 
14. No face-to-face meetings of the Steering Group are expected.  However, informal 
meetings could be organised on the occasion of events attended by a significant number of 
Steering Group members, such as the Joint UNECE-Eurostat Work Sessions on Migration 
Statistics and the Eurostat Working Group on Migration Statistics. 
 
15. Secretariat support will be provided by UNECE in cooperation with Eurostat. 
 
VII. MEMBERSHIP 
 
16. As of October 2010, the Steering Group includes representatives of the following 
countries and organizations: Australia, Canada, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, United Kingdom, 
United States (Chair), Eurostat and UNECE.  
 

* * * * * 


